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AWARD WINNING ROOF 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Joseph Black Building, found in the King’s Buildings 
Campus at the University of Edinburgh, houses the School of 
Chemistry and is one of the oldest buildings on the campus. 
But its existing copper roof covering had come to the end of 
its natural life.
This listed building needed a roof refurbishment in 2014 that 
was conducted in the minimum amount of time and with the 
least disturbance to the students and staff working in the 
building. The contract stipulated that the building must re-
main operational throughout the works.
Summers-Inman Construction & Property Consultants were 
appointed by The University of Edinburgh to survey the exist-
ing roof, provide solutions for replacement and procure the 
works. Summers-Inman consulted with the Sarnafil® Plus re-
furbishment team, to specify a Sarnafil® system as a replace-
ment. Renowned for its high quality and exeptional perfor-
mance, the Sarnafil® system was befitting this important 
refurbishment.
On behalf of the universitys’ estates department Summers 
Imman managed the project. The initial scope of the works 
covered a multitude of trades, the most complex of which was 
stripping more than 2000 m² of cooper roof covering.

SIKA SOLUTION
Sika Sarnafil®’s flagship Sarnafil® Plus refurbishment offer 
was the perfect solution for this project. The Sarnafil® Plus 
dedicated surveyors conducted a comprehensive roof survey 
to determine which system was suitable for the roof. This 
included gutters, slopes, an outhouse and dormer roofs that 
presented new problems to overcome daily.
Sarnafil® membrane S-327-15EL in Patina Green was chosen 
to replace the old roof covering, as the local authority planning 
department advised that this product was an acceptable re-
placement for the original copper roofs on the listed building.

Listed Building Consent was obtained by Summers-Inman. 
Work to replace the roof included installing a new timber ta-
per fall once the copper roof was lifted, to improve drainage, 

THE JOB WAS FINISHED WITHIN BUDGET AND WITH MINIMUM  
DISRUPTION TO WORKING LABS BELOW. A THOROUGH FINAL  
INSPECTION AS PART OF THE Sarnafil® PLUS PACKAGE SAW THE 
ROOF RECEIVE A 20-YEAR SINGLE POINT GUARANTEE. THIS  
ENSURES THAT THE CLIENT IS PROTECTED AGAINST UNLIKELY 
PROBLEMS WITH THE MEMBRANE CAUSED BY INCORRECT  
DESIGN, DEFECTIVE MATERIALS, OR POOR WORKMANSHIP.

which was then covered with the mechanically fastened Sar-
nafil® system. The membrane was applied with standing seam 
profiles to replicate the original copper roof details.

The appointed main contractor was BriggsAmasco who had to 
effectively manage the project and make sure it was com-
pleted quickly and with minimal disturbance. Due to the time 
constraints, the company had to work smart. As the main con-
tractor BriggsAmasco was able to apply the pressure to quickly 
develop, fabricate, install and weather details, as the strip-
ping of the cooper roof progressed. Starting this work would 
be challenging at any time, but the commencement date of 6 
January meant conditions were certainly tough.
 
BriggsAmasco also had to integrate the new bespoke Sarnafil® 
outlets with existing lead and cast iron drainage system, work-
ing closely with Sarnafil® Plus, Summers-Inman and the client 
to ensure the detailing was correct, approved and was in keep-
ing with the heritage of the building.

The job was finished within budget and with minimum disrup-
tion to working labs below. A thorough final inspection as part 
of the Sarnafil® Plus package saw the roof receive a 20-year 
single point guarantee. This ensures that the client is pro-
tected against unlikely problems with the membrane caused by 
incorrect design, defective materials, or poor workmanship.

Flawless application of the Sarnafil® membrane across an area 
with complex detailing and upstands produced an added bonus 
for BriggsAmasco when they achieved victory in the Single 
Ply Roofing category at the tenth NFRC Roofing Awards. The 
project was recognised by the judging panel for the challenges 
that were overcome during the project and the wholly positive 
response from the client.
The University of Edinburgh was also impressed with the out-
standing workmanship, as well as the aesthetic qualities of the 
roof, delivered by BriggsAmasco and Sarnafil®. With all parties 
working as a team great results were delivered, which were in 
keeping with the building’s heritage.
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SIKA SERVICES AG
Tueffenwies 16
CH-8048 Zurich
Switzerland

Contact
Phone	 +41 58 436 23 68
Fax	 +41 58 436 23 77
www.sika.com
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Our most current General Sales Conditions shall apply. Please  
consult the most current local Product Data Sheet prior to any use.

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS
Product: Sarnafil® S 327-15EL in Patina Green
Size: 2000 m²
Contractor: BriggsAmasco
Surveyor: Summers-Inman Construction & Property Consultants


